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Activity
: 
Diversity Dash
)



Learning intention:
We are learning about the extent of biodiversity in and possible influences on, a specific habitat or place.

Description:
· Start indoors using a range of pictures of flora and fauna that may be examples of biodiversity of the local area or a particular ecosystem that you want to focus on.
· Play the game of Who Am I? Pin one picture on the back of each person. Participants then attempt to find out what picture is pinned on their back using closed questions. It is also an opportunity to meet each other if the group is new. 
· Limit the time to speed the process up.
· Model at least one example first to ensure students understand what they are required to do.
· Discuss the following:
· Did you know the plant or animal on your back? Is it native or an introduced species?
· As you look around the group and the pictures, are there any that surprise you? Are there others that you think should be here that aren’t?
· Why might we include an extinct species?
· Using your knowledge and others in the group complete a cooperative grid (http://efs.tki.org.nz/Curriculum-resources-and-tools/The-Cooperative-Learning-Grid)
· Use the grid to:
· List five things that live in this area.
· List five human activities in this area.
· Select one living thing, one human activity and describe the relationship between them.
· Discuss your thoughts about the biodiversity in this area at the moment.
· Prepare to move outdoors to find out about the biodiversity in the immediate local area, by sorting students into teams of three. Students need to collect evidence of the diversity of life in the defined area.
· Discuss and decided on the guidelines for this activity considering:
· Safety.
· Sustainability, nothing alive, anything taken returned, photos are good.
· Learning.
· Allow 10 minutes to do this task.
· Sort collected items into native/introduced/don’t know, or any other grouping to meet learning needs.
· Return items to where they were found, if picked up.


Safety Considerations:
· Ensure there are clear guidelines and expectations of students with respect to the area and boundaries for searching and ‘dashing’.
· Discuss any identified hazards such as barb wire fencing, water or rough ground.
· Discuss group responsibility for looking after each other and working together.

Equipment:
· Pen and paper for recording.
· Cameras.
· Possibly containers for collecting items.




Location:
· School grounds
· Visits to specific ecosystems such as native bush, streams, parks, beach, estuary, mountains, urban back yards, farms, urban streets.

Time:
40 minutes to 1 hour 

Student processing and reflection:
· How many different species did you collect?
· What are your thoughts about the biodiversity in this area?
· Review your cooperative grid – are there any additions or changes you can make to your grid?
· What do you think may be influencing biodiversity in this area? How could you follow that up? Who might you need to talk to? What other research might you need to do?
· Is the knowledge you are going to develop only scientific? How was this place historically? What might it mean to other groups of people? What could be a vision for a sustainable future here? How have other groups (locally and internationally) created a sustainable future in a place like this?

Useful Links:
Use a decision making grid and/or consequence wheel to start thinking about what some of the possible choices/changes we have in mind might do to this place.

For the decision making grid click here http://efs.tki.org.nz/Curriculum-resources-and-tools/Decision-Making-Grids
For the consequence wheel http://efs.tki.org.nz/Curriculum-resources-and-tools/Consequence-Wheel

Possible adaptations:
· Reduce or increase the number of different sites.
· Repeat in another environment such as a rural area, a wetland, forest ecosystem, etc.
· Repeat over time.

Develop a scientific investigation to observe and record findings in responses to any changes that may take place such as increased planting, removal of pests.
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